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The La Verne Church of the Brethren continues the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. We create a 
Christian community, called by Christ to be inclusive, caring and peace-minded. We affirm that people of any 
race, ethnic identity, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, age, economic status, faith tradition, or life 
situation are welcome in our congregation. We believe in compassionate service, stewardship of creation, 
respect for diversity and nonviolent reconciliation for differences among all people, nations and faith 
traditions. We claim no creed but the New Testament, as exemplified by the life of Christ. We strive to follow 
the way of Jesus. Through these efforts, we seek to grow ever closer to the mind and heart of God.  

Gratitude in Abundance 
 

As we move out of the tough year of 2016 the 
staff wants to enter 2017 thanking Janet for all 
our shared experiences and wishing her joy in 
the New Year and in her new endeavors.   We 
are grateful for her laughter and wisdom.  We 
appreciate the way she could edit something 
mediocre we wrote and make it smell like a rose.  
We will miss the way she encouraged 
compassion towards those struggling with 
mental health issues.  We benefit from the good 
name she gave this congregation in her many 
interfaith connections.  We may move too fast 

without her caution to take a more careful look. We admire her steadfastness and 
her attention to detail.  We love the way she loved others, especially our youth and 
young adults.  As we bustle through our tasks, we will think of her no hurry way of 
being with people.  
 

Janet, we will miss you and all that you bring. Thanks for all the love, joy, courage 
and insight.  You will be missed! 
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The Intercom is provided monthly by the La Verne Church of the Brethren to inform, connect, and share our faith journey with 
you. If you would like to have information included in the next issue of the Intercom or have suggestions you would like to share, 
contact the Editor, juilleratstephanie@gmail.com, or the Church Office, (909) 593-1364. We also invite you to visit our website 
at www.lavernecob.org  

mailto:juilleratstephanie@gmail.com
http://www.lavernecob.org
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January 

JANUARY 15 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SUNDAY  

 Hope in the House of God! Dr. Richard Rose  

Dr. Richard A. Rose is a Professor of Religion and Philosophy at the University of La Verne. He 
also serves as the Director for the University of La Verneôs Ecumenical Center for Black Church 
Studies Program; through satellite locations non-traditional age students earn their B.A. degree in 
an ecumenical setting. He is an ordained Elder in the African Methodist Episcopal Church and is 
the Assistant Pastor at Christ Our Redeemer A.M.E. Church in Irvine, CA. Dr. Rose is a founding 
member of the Southern California Committee for a Parliament of the Worldôs Religions and serves 
on its Board of Directors. 
Psalm 122 

JANUARY 22 Shaking it Down to What Matters Susan Boyer 

The Moderator of the Church of the Brethren, Carol Sheppard, says the Ten Commandments can 
be condensed to ñLove God alone and take care of each other.ò  Paul says if we love we fulfill the 
law.  Sounds like they are saying the same thing. 
Deuteronomy 5:1-22, Romans 13:8-10  

JANUARY 29 MEMORIAL SUNDAY  

 A Blessing? Susan Boyer 

Ever heard someone say that a personôs death was a blessing?  Blessing seems like a hard 
concept to correlate with death.  Jan Richardson writes, ñA blessing meets us in the place of our 
deepest loss.ò  If that is true, all of us have been blessed.  On this Sunday we will light a candle 
and remember the members of our church family who died in 2016. 
Matthew 5:1-12 

JANUARY 8 HOLY COMMUNION 
DEDICATION OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

 

 A Sign Opposed Susan Boyer 

When Simeon sees the infant Jesus in the temple, Simeon reacts with pure joy because he 
believes he has seen the one to redeem his people.  But then he turns to Mary and weaves a minor 
chord into his song.  He says, ñThis child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be opposed.ò The ñconsolation of Israelò is not going to be welcomed by 
all. 
Luke 2:22-36  

JANUARY 1 Power in Weakness Ronald Evans 

Ronald Evans served with International YMCA in East Africa and Geneva, taught in New England 
prep schools and Yale, and served as Senior Minister of two UCC congregations.  Ronald and his 
wife, Janet, are residents of Pilgrim Place.  He will be preaching this Sunday, taking a look into the 
stable-cave after the crowds have gone and before college professors arrive.  This may be just the 
right time to remember not to forget it's all more than Christmas cookies and 60% off everything.  
What we most crave we can't buy.  
Luke 2:8-20  
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The January window display in the hallway is 
created by Letha Ressler. 

La Verne Church of the Brethren 
2425 E Street, La Verne, CA 91750 

Phone:  (909) 593-1364 
E-mail:  office@lavernecob.org 
Website:  www.lavernecob.org 

 
Ministers:   
Susan Boyer,  
Tom Hostetler, 
Dawna Welch 

 
 

Board Chair: Al Clark, aclark@laverne.edu 
 

Moderator (vice chair/chair, Personnel): John 
Gingrich, jgingrich@laverne.edu 
 

Moderator Elect (chair, Gifts Discernment): Sara 
Davis, saraedavis3@gmail.com 
 

Church Clerk (secretary): Janice Shaw-Morgan, 
jshaw301@msn.com 
 

Christian Education chair: Dianne Saurenman, 
dsaurenman@gmail.com 
 

Envisioning chair: Juliet Davis, 
juliet.davis@ericmdavis.com 
 

Peace & Justice chair: Josih Hostetler, 
jthostetler@yahoo.com 
 

Service chair: Karen Cahill, km-cahill@verizon.net 
 

Property chair: Steve Johnson, 
Laverne.insurance@gmail.com 
 

Spiritual Life & Nurture chair: Deb Jahnke, 
jahnke.dv@verizon.net 
 

Stewardship & Finance chair: Linda Saddlemire, 
lsaddlemire@icloud.com  

Jan 1 Youth to Rose Parade 

Jan 2 New Years Day- Office Closed 

Jan 7 Leadership Retreat, 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 
 Fellowship Hall 

Jan 8 Epiphany & Holy Communion 

 Hospitality Greeters Breakfast at Hillcrest,      
 8 a.m. 

 Youth Sunday School Breakfast, 9 a.m. 

 Leadership Dedication in Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Jan 11 Fellowship Visitors, 9:30 a.m., Library 

 WABS (Wednesday Afternoon Book Study),    
 4 p.m., Library 

 Sacred Resistance Workshop, 6:30 p.m.,         
 Social Hall 

 Men-a-logue, 7:30 p.m., Library 

Jan 12 Personnel Commission Meeting, 5:30 p.m., 
 Fireside Room 

 Intercom Deadline (Feb. Issue), 5:30 p.m. 

 Sanctuary Choir Party, 5:30 p.m., Social Hall 

Jan 15 Adult Membership Class, 9:15 a.m.,      
 Fireside Room 

Jan 16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday - Office Closed 

Jan 17 LVCoB/ULV Food Network Dinner,             
 5:30-7 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Jan 22 Adult Membership Class, 9:15 a.m.,      
 Fireside Room 

 Lenten Interest Groups Signups Begin 

 All-Church Luncheon & Church Council 
 Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Jan 29 Adult Membership Class, 9:15 a.m.,      
 Fireside Room 

 Memorial Sunday 

Jan 31 Early Bird Deadline for Youth Winter Camp 
 Registration 

 Spiritual Cinema Circle, 6:30 p.m.,       
 Fireside Room 

January Calendar  

INTERCOM is the monthly newsletter of the  
La Verne Church of the Brethren 

 

Editor:  Stephanie Juillerat, 
juilleratstephanie@gmail.com  
Writers:  Staff and Contributors 
Production:  Kathleen Krecklow 

November Giving and Attendance  
 
November Giving Report 
YTD Giving 2016 $581,091 
YTD Giving 2015 $567,821 
YTD Expenses 2016 $597,522 

 
November Worship Attendance 
November 2016   223 
November 2015   227 

mailto:office@lavernecob.org
http://www.lavernecob.org
mailto:aclark@laverne.edu
mailto:jgingrich@laverne.edu
mailto:saraedavis3@gmail.com
mailto:jshaw301@msn.com
mailto:dsaurenman@gmail.com
mailto:Juliet.davis@ericmdavis.com
mailto:jthostetler@yahoo.com
mailto:km-cahill@verizon.net
mailto:Laverne.insurance@gmail.com
mailto:jahnke.dv@verizon.net
mailto:lsaddlemire@icloud.com
mailto:juilleratstephanie@gmail.com?subject=Intercom
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 Continued prayers foré 
Rosalie Anderson, Linda Arnhold, 
Ann Hauger, Shantilal Bhagat,  
Ora Lea Bowers, Shirley Clark,  
Ralph Click, Jacki Gingrich,  
Pete Harrington, Jim Jones,  
Leroy Lapp, Jan Newcomer,  
Tabitha Pogu and all the Chibok girls 
still missing, Bill Ryan, Dave Stroup,  
Jayson Wagenleitner,  
and Paul and Opal Wilkinson. 

 Congratulations toé 
é Audrey Lamprey on the birth of her 
grandson, Alexander Henry Lamprey. He 
was born on November 19 to Craig and 
Angela Lamprey. 
é Jenny YôDeen and Matt Izu upon 
their engagement! 
é the many members of this church, 
past and present, who were named as 
part of the 125 influential individuals for 
the University of La Verne in this year 
when they celebrate 125 years as an 
institution.  Current members and 
attenders of the church who were named 
are: Elric Boardman, Susan Boyer, 
Lynne Calkins, Al Clark, Gary Colby, 
Robert Earhart, John Gingrich, Tom 
Harvey, Marlin Heckman, Ben Hines, 
Rex Huigens, Mary Hunter Bowman, 
Johnson Family, Gaynel & Don 
Kendrick, James Long, Jack Meek, 
Robert Neher, Jonathan Reed, Linda 
Saddlemire, Sarafian Family, and 
Zandra Wagoner. 
...Charlotte Moore on the birth of a great
-granddaughter, Luna Moore born on 
December 11. 

 Sympathy toé 
éCharlotte Neill on the death of her 
husband, Bill Neill. He died on November 
12.  His memorial service was on 
December 16 in our sanctuary.  (See 
tribute in this Intercom.) 
éthe family of Russ Traughber who died 
on Monday, November 28 in Idaho.  
Russ is a former member of our 
congregation. 
...the family and friends of Bill Vaskis, 
who died on December 21, 2016. Bill 
sang tenor in our Church Choir. 

 Kudos toé 
...Eric Bishop for writing the potluck piece 
in the December 2016 issue of 
Messenger, our denominational 
magazine.  
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 Welcome  
Fearless Youth Leaders! 
Welcome to Riley Davis and Rayna 
Harrison in their new role as interim 
Youth leaders for the Middle and Senior 
High School-aged group. Rayna and 
Riley will officially be meeting with Youth  
January through June to lead Sunday 
school and to plan and coordinate youth 
activities and fundraising for special 
events. Riley and Rayna are both alumni 
of the La Verne Church of the Brethren 
Youth Program, and we are grateful for 
their willingness to step up and serve 
during this time of transition.   

 Directory Changes 
 

Margaret Coston  
(909) 392-4364 
margcoston@outlook.com 

 
Tim MorrisonéHeõs Back 
Tim Morrison has returned and is now our 
part-time Sunday custodian.  He will be 
sharing the job with Steve Kovach, our 
part-time custodian who has been 
working only weekdays, until now. Tim 
lives around the corner from the church 
with his wife, Sharon.  He got his 
undergraduate degree from La Verne 
College and his Masters in Arts in 
Teaching from the University of La Verne.  
Welcome back, Tim! 

mailto:margcoston@outlook.com
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Helen Katheryn Wilcox Gordon 
Helen was born on Valentineôs Day, 1919, in North Dakota, to Frances and E. Harold Wilcox, their 
first child. Her parents were both professional musicians (Frances was an organist/pianist and Harold 
a band director and professor at University of Iowa), and Helen had many wonderful childhood 
memories of a home full of music and happiness. Then the Great Depression hit, her father lost his 
job, and so much changed. They moved to California where she would spend her teen years in La 
Jolla and Pasadena. She graduated from La Jolla High School (where her Dad was the music 
teacher) and received a scholarship to Scripps College where she was in her element studying 
Humanities. After graduating she went on to the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing in Baltimore and 
became an RN in 1943.  Over the next 40 years Helen did almost every kind of nursing: Hospital, ER, 
TB Sanatorium, Private Duty, Public Health in Missouri, and School Nurse in La Canada and 
Pasadena. She served as an Army nurse in Germany immediately following WWII. 
 
Helen was introduced to Earl by a classmate in a counseling course who happened to be Earlôs 
pastor, Paul Johenk. She liked to tell the story that Paul asked her why a nice young woman like her 
wasnôt married, and she replied that she needed a reason to BE married, and he replied that he was 
going to get her that reason. He gave Earl her phone number and the rest is history. They were 
married the Sunday following Thanksgiving in 1948. 
 
Helen was a strong, independent woman with a sense of adventure. She was good at reading people 
and knowing who could be trusted.  
 
Helen loved to learn about people. She read biographies, talked with people everywhere she went 
asking about their lives, studied genealogy and visited the homes of several ancestors, and wrote lots 
of stories about her own life, as well as her parentsô and grandparentsô lives. She left boxes and 
boxes of genealogy records, some carefully sorted and organized, and some still waiting. After retiring 
from nursing, she became the church librarian at First United Methodist in Pasadena. She was 
president of the local chapter of the Church and Synagogue Library Association for several years and 
took a college class in librarianship. She was always involved in the local church, including Altadena 
United Methodist, Pasadena First United Methodist, and finally La Verne Church of the Brethren. 
 
After retiring she spent many happy hours playing the piano, and she taught piano lessons to 
neighborhood children. Helen and Earl moved to Hillcrest in La Verne, CA in 2001. They joined the 
Church of the Brethren, and between the church and the retirement community, they made many new 
friends and felt like they had come home. 
 
Her family feels blessed to have been a part of her life.  Paul and Janet Gordon, Carol and Roger 
Stout, five grandchildren and step grandchildren, and three great grandchildren and step great 
grandchildren, and two sisters and two sisters-in-law.  A Memorial Service was held on December 28 
at 2 p.m. at Hillcrest. 
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Prayer Chain 

Our Prayer Chain keeps us connected as we become aware of each otherôs hurts and joys, and also 
opens our hearts to Godôs love for each of us. When you wish to share a concern or joy on the prayer 
chain, please contact Pastor Dawna at (909) 593-1364 or Chaplain Tom at (909) 392-4354.  
 

If your concern is for another, please obtain that personôs permission to share it on the prayer chain.  
 

The number to call in the case of an after hours, pastoral care emergency is (909) 267-5477.  During 
office hours, please continue to call (909) 593-1364. 
 

*Office hours are Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to noon, and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Bill Neill 
Bill Neill, former professor of communications at the University of La Verne, died of pancreatic cancer 
Saturday at the age of 82.  Bill was a prominent public television producer, as well as a prolific 
videographer.  Bill graduated from La Verne College with a bachelorôs degree in 1962 and a masterôs 
degree in educational technology in 1977. At La Verne, he played on the basketball team, sang in a 
choir, and worked on the Campus Times.  After graduation, he worked for KOCE-TV, an Orange 
County-based PBS-affiliated channel, as a producer and director. He also filmed documentaries 
around the world and was nominated for five Emmy Awards.  Bill returned to the University in 1988 as 
a professor of communications and taught television production classes. He served as the general 
manager for LVTV, La Verne Community Television.  Even after leaving his teaching position, Bill 
remained active in recording events for ULV. He also helped keep history of the City of La Verne and 
its institutions alive.  Bill Neill is survived by his wife, Charlotte, two sons, Tom and Roger, and 
grandchildren.  A memorial service was held at 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 16 in our church sanctuary. 
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2017 Leadership Retreat 
January 7, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall 
All Commission members and Church Board 
members are encouraged to attend the 
Leadership Retreat on January 7 at 8:30 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  We will review existing By-
laws, report on the progress for the newly 
established Strategic Plan goals, and draft 
commission goals for 2017.   Please RSVP to 
the church office, (909) 593-1464 or 
office@lavernecob.org. 

A Look Back at Our Historyé 
In 1984, the Progress-Bulletin newspaper 
reported on the La Verne CoBôs decision to 
declare itself a sanctuary for Central American 
refugees.  In a 100 to 16 vote, the church 
became the second congregation in the valley to 
offer sanctuary.  The first was the Friends-
Quaker Meeting of Claremont.  The article 
stated:  ñAlthough criminal charges are 
improbable, the illegality of sanctuary was 
weighed carefully by the La Verne 
congregationéThe church members made a 
decision to put Godôs law above human law ï an 
act rooted in the denominationôs historical 
traditionéBy declaring sanctuary the church 
followed the lead of the national Brethren 
church.  The minister said the national body 
endorsed it in 1983 as an óappropriate Christian 
response to injustice being suffered by Latin 
American and Haitian political refugees.ôò 
 
From the book, The Brethren of La Verne, it was 
reported: 

In February, 1985, a small Guatemalan 
Indian family moved into room #29 of the 
educational building.  Herminio Gonzales, 
his wife, and two daughters lived there for 
some months.  Many members and 
friends donated food, clothing, and 
financial assistance, helped find work and 
translated.  Catholics from Holy Name of 
Mary parish offered spiritual direction, and 
anonymous contributions came from 
persons in the community.  Not everyone 
agreed with the Council decision to 
declare sanctuary, and a few members 
withdrew fellowship or financial support.  
But it was felt these expressions were 
balanced out by the new interest and 
support of others. 

 
The church went on to provide sanctuary to 
around 15 Central Americans. 

Adult Membership Class 
January 15, 22, 29, Feb. 11 
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Fireside Room 
If you are interested in learning more about the 
Church of the Brethren or interested in joining 
the La Verne Church of the Brethren, consider 
being part of the next Membership Class.  Susan 
Boyer will teach this four-week class during 
Sunday School, beginning on January 15.  It 
would help with planning if you let Susan know 
at (909) 593-1364 or susan@lavernecob.org if 
you would like to participate. 

mailto:susan@lavernecob.org
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Angelsõ Share  
Angelsô Share is a ñpub theologyò group for 
Young Adults who relate to the La Verne Church 
of the Brethren.   ñAngelsò usually gather on the 
last Friday of the month around matters of faith 
and an occasional craft brew.  (Softer drinks are 
also imbibed.) For the January dates and 
locations, please check the Sunday bulletins.  To 
get on the email list or with questions, please 
contact Jenny YôDeen at jlydeen@gmail.com. 

Men-a-logue    
January 11, 7:30 p.m.    
Church Library 
What's Men-a-logue? The second Wednesday 
of each month, men are getting together in the 
church library to share what's going on in their 
lives and discuss topics of interest.  Guys of all 
ages are talking about favorite movies, faith, and 
stupid decisions they've made.  Interested? Join 
us at 7:30 p.m. on January 11. 

Workshop on Sacred Resistance 

January 11, 6:30 p.m. 
Social Hall 
The Peace and Justice Commission invites you 
to a workshop on Sacred Resistance.  We will 
hear from people with expertise in immigration 
law and the sanctuary movement.  As our 
upcoming federal administration makes 
promises to change immigration practices, come 
learn how we might work together to advocate 
for immigration reform and rights for the 
marginalized.  Watch your upcoming bulletins for 
more specific information. 

WABS 
January 11, 4:00 p.m. 
Church Library 
Start the new year with a new activity!  Come to 
our Wednesday Afternoon Book Study and 
discuss a chosen book and/or share books you 
are enjoying.  We meet the 2

nd
 Wednesday of 

every month in the church library.  In January, 
we will be discussing ñThe Bee Keepers 
Apprenticeò by Laurie King and ñThe Sisterhoodò 
by Helen Bryan.  Wonôt you join us?  

mailto:jlydeen@gmail.com































