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Political Sound Bites  
 
 

 

I admit it.  I have become way more interested in the presidential campaign this year than I 
have in years past.  All Bryan has to say when he comes home from work is ñAre you listening 
to the debate on CNN?ò and I run to the remote to turn the television on.  It feels this year a bit 
like when there is an accident on the freeway and you canôt help yourself, you have to slow 
down and look.   
 

Maybe I have forgotten what other presidential campaigns looked like, but this one seems way 
more uncivil, televised, and unpredictable.  It seems that everywhere I go, people want to talk 
politics.  It isnôt the same frightening conversation I usually avoid.   People arenôt touting a 
candidate as much as they are fretting over the brokenness of our political process. 
 

I ended up in an interesting conversation at the Easter breakfast this year when asked how 
political can a church get?  Well, a church can never endorse a candidate, but churches have a 
moral imperative to enter the public discourse on matters many deem politicalé.education, 
health care, civil rights, incarceration, climate change, death penalty, immigrationé.just to 
name a few.  When we stay quiet on the issues that face humanity, we give up our voice as 
people of faith.  Separation of church and state wasnôt established to keep people of faith from 
speaking out about political issues.  It was established to keep the state from running the affairs 
of faith. 
 

Several weeks ago I was preaching on Daniel in the fiery furnace, and I made a comment about 
scoundrels who paint themselves as patriots.  After the service, people commented on the 
statement I made about a political candidate.  I was innocent.  I wasnôt trying to make a veiled 
comment.  What I realized in that moment is something I have known all along.  The Bible has 
much to say about political issues.  If you are sticking with the Gospel, chances are pretty good 
you might sound ñpoliticalò to others.  How can you speak of Matthew 25 which commands us 
to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the prisoner, welcome the stranger, and care for the 
sick without sounding political?  How can you quote Galatians 3:28 saying that there is no 
longer Jew or Greek, male or female, slave or free without sounding like you are advocating for 
civil rights?   

 

In this year when we are watching this amazing political season unfold in 
front of us, we need to remember once again that we live in the kingdom of 
God, not the current empire. We are Godôs children and that is the 
perspective by which we need to view the world.  Which means everyone is 
our sibling and everyone is a child of God, worthy of our care and our love.   

The La Verne Church of the Brethren continues the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. We create a 

Christian community, called by Christ to be inclusive, caring and peace-minded. We affirm that people of any 

race, ethnic identity, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, age, economic status, faith tradition, or life 

situation are welcome in our congregation. We believe in compassionate service, stewardship of creation, 

respect for diversity and nonviolent reconciliation for differences among all people, nations and faith 

traditions. We claim no creed but the New Testament, as exemplified by the life of Christ. We strive to follow 

the way of Jesus. Through these efforts, we seek to grow ever closer to the mind and heart of God.  

~Susan Boyer  
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The Intercom is provided monthly by the La Verne Church of the Brethren to inform, connect, and share our faith journey with 

you. If you would like to have information included in the next issue of the Intercom or have suggestions you would like to share, 

contact the Editor, juilleratstephanie@gmail.com, or the Church Office, (909) 593-1364. We also invite you to visit our website 

at www.lavernecob.org  
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May 

MAY 8 MOTHERôS DAY  
 Listening for Motherôs Voice  Janet Ober Lambert 
As people, we are tuned to the sounds of our loved ones ï their voices, their laughter, their 
footsteps.  When those sounds are comforting ones, hearing them can make us feel connected, 
loved, less alone in the world.  How much more so, then, when those sounds come from our 
Mothering God. 
Isaiah 66:13; Isaiah 49:15 

MAY 1 CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS  
 The Presence of God and the Soul of the People  Susan Boyer 

In Exodus 35 & 36, the process of building the tabernacle of God is described.  Bezalel and Oholiab 
were called out as artisans to make the process happen.  The Israelites poured forth their offerings 
of gems, yarns, wood, and oils to make the tabernacle a place fit for the presence of God and the 
soul of the people. 

MAY 15 PENTECOST  

 Greater Things Than Jesus Did  Susan Boyer 

In John 14 Jesus tells the disciples that when he leaves the Holy Spirit will come.  He tells them 
that those who believe in him will do even greater things than they have already seen him do.  
Really??  And then Pentecost comes crashing in, messing up the status quo and transforming 
lives. 
Acts 1:1-21, John 14: 8-14 

MAY 22 OLDER ADULT SUNDAY Tom Hostetler 

ñTaizeò is a contemplative prayer service with no preaching and with song as an essential element. 
Short chants, led by the choir, repeated again and again, give it a meditative character. Using just a 
few words, they express a basic reality of faith, grasped quickly by the mind, but which penetrates 
the whole being. Silence, which is also part of the worship, is not for the purpose of forcing an inner 
kind of void, but rather a method to allow Christ to pray in us with the trust of a child. The service 
will include a period of spoken prayers in different languages and will close with an opportunity to 
receive communion, anointing, or to pray around the cross. Those leading this worship will all be 
older adults. 

MAY 29 A Circle of Friends Susan Boyer 
In the story of the Roman Centurion who wants Jesus to heal his beloved servant, the Centurion 
remains off stage the whole time.  The Centurion has some very persuasive friends. 
Luke 7:1-10 
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The May window display  
in the hallway will be created by  

Eric Davis. 

La Verne Church of the Brethren 
2425 E Street, La Verne, CA 91750 

Phone:  (909) 593-1364 
After Hours Pastoral Care:  (909) 282-8268 

E-mail:  office@lavernecob.org 
Website:  www.lavernecob.org 

Ministers:   
Susan Boyer,  

Janet Ober Lambert, 
Tom Hostetler, 
Dawna Welch 

 

Board Chair: Al Clark, aclark@laverne.edu 
 

Moderator (vice chair/chair, Personnel): John 
Gingrich, jgingrich@laverne.edu 
 

Moderator Elect (chair, Gifts Discernment): Sara 
Davis, saraedavis3@gmail.com 
 

Church Clerk (secretary): Janice Shaw-Morgan, 
jshaw301@msn.com 
 

Christian Education chair: Dianne Saurenman, 
dsaurenman@gmail.com 
 

Envisioning chair: Juliet Davis, 
juliet.davis@ericmdavis.com 
 

Peace & Justice chair: Josih Hostetler, 
jthostetler@yahoo.com 
 

Service chair: Karen Cahill, km-cahill@verizon.net 
 

Property chair: Steve Johnson, 
Laverne.insurance@gmail.com 
 

Spiritual Life & Nurture chair: Deb Jahnke, 
jahnke.dv@verizon.net 
 

Stewardship & Finance chair: Linda Saddlemire, 
lsaddlemire@icloud.com  

May 1 Celebration of the Arts 

 Youth House Party at Sesteaga Home, 6:30 p.m. 

May 3 Commissions Meet 
 (No Service or Stewardship & Finance) 

May 4 Bryan Boyer Memorial Service, 2 p.m., Sanctuary 

 Men-a-logue, 7:30 p.m., Library 

May 8 Motherôs Day 

 Reception for Kathleen Krecklow, After Worship, 
 Courtyard 

May 10 Personnel Commission, 6 p.m., Fireside Room 

 Church Board, 7:15 p.m., Fireside Room 

May 11 Fellowship Visitors, 9:30 a.m., Library 

 WABS (Wednesday Afternoon Book Study),         
 4 p.m., Library 

 Bell Rehearsal, 5:55 p.m. (note change of date) 

May 12 Intercom Deadline (June Issue), 5:30 p.m. 

May 13 Card Games, 6 p.m., Social Hall 

May 14 Strategic Planning Retreat with Roy Oswald,         
 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Social Hall 

May 15 Pentecost 

 Pentecost Denominational Offering 

May 15 Church Council Meeting & Luncheon with Roy 
 Oswald, After Worship, Fellowship Hall 

May 17 LVCoB/ULV Food Network Dinner, 5 to 6:30 p.m., 
 Fellowship Hall 

May 20 - All Youth Dinner, 6:30 to 9 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 Youth Lock In, 9 p.m. to 8 a.m. on May 21. 

May 22 Older Adult Sunday 

 Youth and Parent Meeting, After Worship, Social 
 Hall 

May 25 Shared Ministry, 1:30 p.m., Fireside Room 

May 27 University of La Verne Baccalaureate, 4 p.m., 
 Sanctuary 

May 27 Angelôs Share, 7 p.m. 

May 29 Greeterôs Breakfast, 8 a.m., Hillcrest 

May 30 Memorial Day Holiday, Office Closed 

May 31 Spiritual Cinema Circle, 6:30 p.m., Fireside Room 

May Calendar  

INTERCOM is the monthly newsletter of the  
La Verne Church of the Brethren 

 

Editor:  Stephanie Juillerat, 
juilleratstephanie@gmail.com  
Writers:  Staff and Contributors 
Production:  Kathleen Krecklow 

March Giving and Attendance  
 

March Giving Report 
YTD Giving 2016 $161,355 
YTD Giving 2015 $151,887 
YTD Expenses 2016 $169,425 

Average Worship Attendance 
March 2016   254 
March 2015   237 

mailto:office@lavernecob.org
http://www.lavernecob.org
mailto:aclark@laverne.edu
mailto:jgingrich@laverne.edu
mailto:saraedavis3@gmail.com
mailto:jshaw301@msn.com
mailto:dsaurenman@gmail.com
mailto:Juliet.davis@ericmdavis.com
mailto:jthostetler@yahoo.com
mailto:km-cahill@verizon.net
mailto:Laverne.insurance@gmail.com
mailto:jahnke.dv@verizon.net
mailto:lsaddlemire@icloud.com
mailto:juilleratstephanie@gmail.com?subject=Intercom
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Congratulations toé 
é Erica Edwards and Deb Vargas on the 
adoption of Maceo Alexander Vargas Edwards.  
Maceo was born on March 23 in New Orleans.  
éVirgil and Shirlee Welch who celebrated their 
70
th
 wedding anniversary on April 27.  

Sympathy toé 
éCassidy Townsend on the death of her 
grandfather, Paul Strengell who died on April 6. 
éSusan, Matt and Brett Boyer on the passing 
of Bryan Boyer, beloved husband and father, 
who died on April 23. A celebration of his life is 
scheduled for May 4 at 2:00 p.m. in our 
Sanctuary. A remembrance will be shared in the 
June/July issue of the Intercom. Please keep the 
Boyer family in your prayers. 

Continued prayers foré 
Sally Aiken, Lois Brandt, Mari Bull,  
Peggy Castellano,  Donald Charles,  
Mary Cooper, Ralph Click, Teresa Davenport, 
Aletrice Flora, Pete Harrington, Zoe Hopping 
and her family, Juanita Lapp, Yolie Lopez, 
Tabitha Pogu and all the Chibok girls,  
Dave Stroup, Lyn and Jocelyn Sylva.  

 

Kudos toé 
...Josih Hostetler who is serving on the 
Brethren Mennonite Council board. 
...Ryan Harrison who received a Spirit of La 
Verne Award from the University of La Verne for 
being an Engaged Alumnus. 

Mary Streit 
2600 A Street #86 
La Verne, CA 91750 
 

Anne and Kathryn Lilje 
3145 Renaissance Drive SE 
Rio Rancho, New Mexico, 87124 
 

Ora Lea Bowers 
2600 A Street #71 
La Verne CA 91750 
 

Don Welch 
donaldo.wel@gmail.com 

Directory Changes  
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Myra Garcia is the daughter of Cuban 
immigrants.  She is married to Rick White, 
trumpet player and number cruncher, and they 
have two sons:  Dan Fernandez, who lives in 
Pittsburgh and will join our choir tour, and Nick 
White, who lives in Boston and is a portrait artist.  
This is a family of artists and musicians.  Myra 
has had two vocations:  singing (opera, musical 
theatre and sacred music) and educational 
advancement work.  She serves as the Vice 
President for University Advancement at the 
University of La Verne.  When Myra isnôt 
working, she loves to sing in the choir, play the 
piano, and attend performances.  She also loves 
the outdoors:  golfing, hiking, walking, or just 
appreciating a beautiful sunset.  Church has 
always been a key part of Myraôs life.  When she 
lived in New Jersey, she was part of the 
Presbyterian church.  She served as soprano 
soloist, deacon, elder, youth and mission trip 
leader.  It was there that she met her husband 
Rick, and it is where they were married and 
where their children were baptized and 
confirmed.  When she came to La Verne she 
searched for a church home within that tradition, 
but it was here that she found shared values of 
openness, inclusion, peace and social 
justiceé.with a great music program. She says, 
ñThe La Verne Church just fit, and Iôm so happy 
to be here.ò  Myra joined the church on April 17 
by transfer of membership from West Side 
Presbyterian Church in Ridgewood, NJ. 

Welcome to our Newest Members!  

Linda (Leard) Kimble was raised in the 
Glendale Church of the Brethren.  She is married 
to Phillip Kimble.  Linda has two daughters and 
four stepsons.   She is a school administrator.  
She enjoys hiking and has the goal of reaching 
the highest thirteen peaks in California.  She 
likes to swim, run, and sing.  She already joined 
the church choir.  She says she was drawn to 
this church because it welcomes all to worship; 
has women in leadership roles; is oriented to 
service; and has amazing talent in the pulpit, at 
the organ, and in leading the choir.  Linda joined 
this congregation on April 17 by transfer of 
membership from the Glendale Church of the 
Brethren. 
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Associate Pastor Plans Sabbath Rest  
July 4-October 2, 2016 

The Church of the Brethren Annual Conference 
encourages pastors to take a ñsabbath restò after 7 
years of consecutive ministry.  2016 marks the 8

th
 

year since my last sabbatical.   
 

My reason for waiting the extra year has 
everything to do with my family.  In June, my only 
child, Lauren, will graduate from high school.  In 
August, she will begin college.  I want to be fully 
present for these transitions and walk through 
them with my attention undivided.   For 18 years, I 

have been both a full-time pastor and a full-time mom.  I am looking forward to solely being 
a mother during this very important time.  Whatôs more, after Lauren leaves for college, I 
want to be present to the very mixed emotions of my own ñempty nest.ò  
 

My sabbath rest will begin with Simon, Lauren, and I visiting family, friends, and favorite 
places in Pennsylvania and New York.  Afterward, we plan to visit sites closer to home, 
places we never seem to get to when Iôm working.  In addition, weôll be making trips to 
Target and Bed, Bath, and Beyond, helping Lauren outfit a dorm room and taking care of all 
those details one needs sorted before starting college. 
 

Of course, Lauren has her own plans for the summer ï Camp La Verne and independent 
travel.  It will not all be family time.  There will be opportunities for my own retreat time and 
personal space.  I plan to spend as much time as possible in beautiful places ï gardens, 
mountains, beaches, holy sites. All of these feed my soul.  In addition, I plan on learning a 
new skill. 
 

Pastoral ministry fully engages the head and the heart; but it is work that is never finished.  
No pastor ever gets to the bottom of her ñTo Do List.ò  Therefore, I plan to learn a physical 
skill that has a beginning, an end and, hopefully, a sense of accomplishment.  As my 
husband is a furniture maker, I have asked him to teach me to refinish an antique bureau 
that has seen better days.  I donôt know how good I will be at it, but I look forward to taking 
on a task that engages my body and mind in new ways. 
 

In my absence, the church will carry on.  I am in conversation with colleagues and 
volunteers who will pick up certain tasks while Iôm gone.  Some things will lie fallow.  
Fortunately, there are no youth workcamps or conferences this summer that directly affect 
our congregation.  I plan to be back in the office on Monday, October 3

rd
. 

 

While I am gone, I welcome your prayers for my family as I will be praying for you.  I am glad 
the La Verne Church of the Brethren encourages sabbath rest for your pastors.  It is greatly 
needed and deeply appreciated.  For more on the ñGuidelines for Sabbath Restò http://
www.pswdcob.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/ac150sabbethrest.pdf    

 

~Janet Ober Lambert  

http://www.pswdcob.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/ac150sabbethrest.pdf
http://www.pswdcob.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/ac150sabbethrest.pdf









































