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~Susan Boyer  

Welcome and Thank You 
 

We have all walked into a new situation 

where we felt awkward and unwelcome. It is 

such an awful feeling.  It is our hope at the La 

Verne Church of the Brethren that when 

guests come through our doors to join us for 

worship that they find genuine welcome here.  

We do some tangible things to try to ensure 

that people will feel our hospitality.  A pastor 

begins worship every Sunday by welcoming 

visitors.  We have Sunday morning greeters.  

We hand out loaves of bread and give out welcome packets.  While all of these are 

good things, they are not the most important thing.  Anne Lamott says that real 

welcome is solidarity.  Father Greg Boyle, author of Tattoos on the Heart, talks about it 

as kinship.  For someone to feel welcome, they need to be understood and treated like 

family.   
 

When visitors tell me that they feel welcome at the La Verne Church of the Brethren I 

ask them to tell me what made them feel welcome.  Was it the bread?  Was it that 

people wear nametags?  Was it the information in the bulletin?  What made that 

welcome apparent?  Recently a new person said to me that everyone, whether they 

were older or younger, looked him in the eye, and he could tell each person was glad 

he was there.  
 

That is what I discovered when I came to be your pastor twelve years ago.  I felt a spirit 

of genuine welcome and that transformed who I could be in the pulpit.  I sensed a 

welcome that said, ñYouôre home.ò  I want to thank you for that welcome, and I want to 

remind you that we want to offer that welcome to everyone we meet.   

The La Verne Church of the Brethren continues the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. We create a 

Christian community, called by Christ to be inclusive, caring and peace-minded. We affirm that people of any 

race, ethnic identity, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, age, economic status, faith tradition, or life 

situation are welcome in our congregation. We believe in compassionate service, stewardship of creation, 

respect for diversity and nonviolent reconciliation for differences among all people, nations and faith 

traditions. We claim no creed but the New Testament, as exemplified by the life of Christ. We strive to follow 

the way of Jesus. Through these efforts, we seek to grow ever closer to the mind and heart of God.  
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The Intercom is provided monthly by the La Verne Church of the Brethren to inform, connect, and share our faith journey with 

you. If you would like to have information included in the next issue of the Intercom or have suggestions you would like to share, 

contact the Editor, juilleratstephanie@gmail.com, or the Church Office, (909) 593-1364. We also invite you to visit our website 

at www.lavernecob.org  

mailto:juilleratstephanie@gmail.com
http://www.lavernecob.org
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February  

FEBRUARY 1 Canôt and Canôt Not  Susan Boyer 

Psalm 137 tells of the Babylonian captors asking the Jews in captivity to sing one of the songs of 
Zion.  They didnôt feel like singing, and they didnôt feel like abandoning their faith.  They were 
caught between canôt and canôt not.   
Psalm 137  

FEBRUARY 8 QUASQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
 Monument or Movement Susan Boyer 

The cornerstone for our present sanctuary was placed on February 2, 1930.  You can see it on the 
east side of the building.  A crowd of around 1,000 people gathered for this event.  When our 
spiritual ancestors dedicated that cornerstone, they werenôt hoping they were building a 
monument but encouraging a movement. 
Matthew 21:33-44 

FEBRUARY 15 Justice:  Called to Be Just Christians  Dr. Eric Bishop 
Eric Bishop is not only a member of our congregation, but he is also serving as the Moderator of 
the Pacific Southwest District of the Church of the Brethren this year.  He will be preaching on the 
theme for this yearôs District Conference.  We canôt provide justice when it is convenient or when it 
is popular.  Justice is served when it is needed and called for, and to and for those who need it the 
most. 
Matthew 5:1-12; 25:33-45 

FEBRUARY 22 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  
 FROM JOB TO JERUSALEM   

 The Book of Job: Curse God and Die  Susan Boyer 

During Lent we will be looking at the Book of Job.  The Book of Job has inspired poetry, music, 
masterpieces, movies, and more.  It is a well-known story of the Hebrew Bible, but most people 
know only the first two chapters and the last chapter of the 42 chapters of this book.  Consider 
reading the Book of Job to prepare for Lent this year. 
Job 2:1-10 
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The window display in the hallway for 
February was created by Bob Morley. 

La Verne Church of the Brethren 
2425 E Street, La Verne, CA 91750 

Phone:  (909) 593-1364 
After Hours Pastoral Care:  (909) 282-8268 

E-mail:  office@lavernecob.org 
Website:  www.lavernecob.org 

Ministers:   
Susan Boyer,  

Janet Ober Lambert, 
Tom Hostetler 

 

Board Chair: Al Clark, aclark@laverne.edu 
 

Moderator (vice chair/chair, Personnel): Mary Kay 
Ogden, marykay.ogden@verizon.net 
 

Moderator Elect (chair, Gifts Discernment): John 
Gingrich, jgingrich@laverne.edu 
 

Church Clerk (secretary): Janice Shaw-Morgan, 
jshaw301@msn.com 
 

Christian Education chair: Dianne Saurenman, 
dsaurenman@gmail.com 
 

Envisioning chair: Juliet Davis, 
juliet.davis@ericmdavis.com 
 

Peace & Justice chair: Beth Snowden-Ifft, 
b.snowdenifft@mac.com 
 

Service chair: Karen Cahill, km-cahill@verizon.net 
 

Property chair: Steve Johnson, 
Laverne.insurance@gmail.com 
 

Spiritual Life & Nurture chair: Deb Jahnke, 
jahnke.dv@verizon.net 
 

Stewardship & Finance chair: Tim Nelson, 
timnelson@gmail.com  

Feb 1 Adult New Member Class, 9:15 a.m., 
 Fireside Room 

 Lenten Interest Group Signups Begin 

Feb 2 Circle of Sisters Group, 7 p.m., Fireside 
 Room 

Feb 3 Commission Night 

Feb 4 Men-a-logue, 7 p.m., Library 

Feb 7 Camp La Verne Banquet, 5:30 p.m., 
 Fellowship Hall 

Feb 8 Quasquicentennial Celebration in Worship 

 Adult New Member Class, 9:15 a.m., 
 Fireside Room 

 Dunker Punks, 7 p.m., Ober Miller Lambert 

  Home 

Feb 10 Personnel Commission, 6 p.m., Fireside 
 Room 

 Church Board Meeting, 7:15 p.m., Fireside 
 Room 

Feb 11 WABS (Wednesday Afternoon Book 
 Study), 4 p.m., Library 

Feb 12 March Intercom Deadline, 5:30 p.m. 

Feb 14 Winter Camp at Camp La Verne, to 2/16 

Feb 15 Adult New Member Class, 9:15 a.m., 
 Fireside Room 

 Love Luncheon, After Worship, Fellowship 
 Hall 

Feb 16 Presidents Day Holiday - Office Closed 

Feb 17  Food Network Dinner, 5-6:30 p.m., 
 Fellowship Hall 

Feb 18 Fellowship Visitors, 9 a.m., Library 

Feb 20 Childrenôs Disaster Service Training, to 2/22 

Feb 22 First Sunday of Lent 

Feb 24 Spiritual Cinema Circle, 6:30 p.m., Fireside 
 Room 

Feb 25 Annual Conference Non-Delegate & Hotel 
 Registration Opens 

Feb 28 District Executive Installation, 3:30 p.m., 
 Pomona Fellowship COB 

February Calendar   

INTERCOM is the monthly newsletter of the  
La Verne Church of the Brethren 

 

Editor:  Stephanie Juillerat, 
juilleratstephanie@gmail.com  
Writers:  Staff and Contributors 
Production:  Kathleen Krecklow 

December Giving and Attendance  
  

December Giving Report 
YTD Giving 2014 $641,218 
YTD Giving 2013 $636,357 
YTD Expenses 2014 $637,697 

  

Average Worship Attendance 
December 2014  283 
December 2013  287 

mailto:office@lavernecob.org
http://www.lavernecob.org
mailto:aclark@laverne.edu
mailto:marykay.ogden@verizon.net
mailto:jgingrich@laverne.edu
mailto:jshaw301@msn.com
mailto:dsaurenman@gmail.com
mailto:Juliet.davis@ericmdavis.com
mailto:b.snowdenifft@mac.com
mailto:km-cahill@verizon.net
mailto:Laverne.insurance@gmail.com
mailto:jahnke.dv@verizon.net
mailto:timnelson@gmail.com
mailto:juilleratstephanie@gmail.com?subject=Intercom
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òLoveó Delivered to Woods in February! 
February 8 during Sunday School 
The Pre-Kindergarten through 5

th
 grade Sunday 

school students have been busy making 
Valentines to deliver to residents living at Woods 
Health Care Services at Hillcrest on February 8 
during the Sunday School hour. Creating and 
delivering hand-made Valentines is an important 
event for our young students who view this as an 
opportunity to share their joy and well wishes 
with the residents.   

Circle of Sisters  
February 2, 7:00ð8:30 p.m. 
Fireside Room 
Circle of Sisters, a spin-off group from Women's 
Spirituality Circle, will meet again on Monday, 
February 2, in the Fireside Room from 7:00-8:30 
p.m.  This is a chance to talk about what 
matters, to explore our spiritual practices, and to 
deepen our friendships in a loving and 
encouraging environment.   If you know you 
want to attend, let Yvonne Davis know.  If you 
decide to come at the last minute, that's okay 
too.  All women are invited.  We will continue to 
meet on the first Monday of each month. 

Men-a-logue 
February 4, 7:00 p.m. 
Church Library 
What's Menalogue? The first Wednesday of 
each month, men are getting together in the 
church library to share what's going on in their 
lives and discuss topics of interest.  Guys of all 
ages are talking about favorite movies, faith, 
and stupid decisions they've made.  Interested? 
Join us at 7:00 p.m. on February 4. 

Adult Membership Class  
January 25, February 1, 8, 15 
9:15 - 10:10 a.m. 
If you are interested in learning more about the 
Church of the Brethren or interested in joining 
the La Verne Church of the Brethren, consider 
being part of the next Membership Class.  Susan 
Boyer will teach this four week class during 
Sunday School, beginning on January 25 in the 
Fireside Room.  It would help with planning if you 
let Susan Boyer (susan@lavernecob.org) know if 
you would like to participate. 

Lenten Interest Groups Now Forming!    

Lenten groups meet regularly during the six 
weeks prior to Easter (April 5) for fellowship, fun, 
study, and community building around common 
interests. 
 
To see a full listing of 2015 Lenten Interest 
offerings, check the Sunday bulletin weekly. Sign
-ups to participate in groups begin Sunday, 
February 1, and most groups will begin meeting 
the week of February 22 . 
 
If you have any questions contact Dawna Welch 
at (909) 593-1364 or Dawna@lavernecob.org.  

mailto:susan@lavernecob.org
mailto:Dawna@lavernecob.org
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WABS  
February 11, 4:00 p.m. 
Church Library 
Wednesday Afternoon Book Study (WABS) will 
take place on Wednesday, February 11, at 4:00 
p.m. in the Church Library.  We will discuss the 
book My Antonia by Willa Cather.  It tells the 
story of Willa's childhood and the prairie life in 
Nebraska and commemorates the spirit of 
immigrant pioneers in America.   Come join us, 
everyone is welcome.  Start out the new year 
reading! 

All Church  

Love Luncheon  
February 15,  

following worship 
Fellowship Hall 

In celebration of Family, 
Friends, and Faith, 
please join our church 
family for a wonderful 
meal in support of our 
youth. 

 
Nothing says love like a big plate of pasta and 
some chocolate for dessert.   
 

Our menu includes:  
Pasta Bar ï Your choice of Pasta and Sauce 
(Choices will accommodate most dietary needs) 

Olive Garden Style Green Salad 
Mixed Vegetables 
Bread and Butter 
Chocolate Cake  

Punch, Coffee and Decaf 
 
As we fill our tummies, the youth will fill our 
hearts with a short presentation of the works 
they are doing and the work they hope to 
achieve with your support.  
 

Love to see you there!  

Young Adult Food Network  
February 17, 5:00-6:30 p.m.  
Fellowship Hall  
Young Adult Food Network will return to its 
regular time this month, with a buffet dinner 
being served on Tuesday, February 17 from 5:00 
to 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
This monthly gathering is a gift of hospitality to 
the college-age adults in our community, offering 
a home-cooked meal and a warm welcome to all 
comers.  
 
If you are a Young Adult and you want to know 
more about Food Network, please contact 
Zandra Wagoner at (909) 593-3511, ext. 446 or 
zwagoner@laverne.edu or Janet Ober Lambert 
at (909) 593-1364 or Janet@LaVerneCOB.org.  
 
If you are a church or community member who 
would like to help in the kitchen, please contact 
Corlan Harrison at corlanharrison@gmail.com  
or (909) 593-1364.  
 
The remaining dates for the 2014-2015 
academic year:  
 

March 24, 5-6:30 p.m.  
This will be a week later due to ULVôs 
Spring Break 

April 21, 5-6:30 p.m.  
May 19, 5-6:30 p.m.  

 
 

Food Network is co-
sponsored by the La 
Verne Church of the 
Brethren and the 
University Office of 
Religious and Spiritual 

Life.    

mailto:Janet@LaVerneCOB.org
mailto:corlanharrison@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=food&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=518&tbm=isch&tbnid=V90tjBjdpR7GkM:&imgrefurl=http://foodcultures.web.unc.edu/2011/02/07/food-symposium-call-for-papers/&docid=1IJ9MeqzMk1wTM&imgurl=http://foodcultures.web.unc.edu/files/2011/02/healthy-fo
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Family Fun Pizza Party and Games! - 

Everyone Welcome 
February 22, 11:30 ï 1:30 p.m. 
Social Hall 
RSVPs needed by February 15 
Families with children of all ages, young adults, 
and everyone in between are invited to join us 
for make-your-own pizza lunch, followed by 
games in the gym. Pizza making ingredients will 
be provided. Families can sign-up to bring 
salad, drinks, or a dessert to share. 
 
Contact Dawna Welch at (909) 593-1364 or 
dawna@lavernecob.org  by Sunday, February 
15. 

Spiritual Cinema Circle  
February 24, 6:30 p.m. 
Fireside Room 
The February Spiritual Cinema Circle should 
relate to Valentineôs Day, right?  Perhaps with a 
light romantic comedy? In The Hired 
Heart Penelope Ann Miller stars as a woman in 
the midst of getting on with her life two years 
after her husband has died. As the only doctor in 
a small mountain community, sheôs the townôs 
most eligible single, but the last thing she wants 
is a new man in her life.  To fend off the townôs 
efforts to marry her off, she goes to extreme 
measures to prove that she is happily involved in 
a romance of her own.  As fiction turns to fact, 
she is forced to face the reality that she hasnôt 
yet moved on at all, giving us a lesson in letting 
go. This is an inspiring, sometimes farcical, foray 
into love that has the power to awaken the 
romantic in all of us. Join us on 
Tuesday evening, February 24, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Fireside Room.  Free admission, comfortable 
seating, friendly discussion; everything but the 
popcorn. 

Save the Date:   

Blessing of the Animals Service  
March 22, 4:00 p.m. 
 ñBut ask the animals, and they will teach you; 
the birds of the air, and they will tell you; ask the 
plants of the earth, and they will teach you; and 
the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who 
among all these does not know that the hand of 
the Lord has done this? In his hand is the life of 
every living thing and the breath of every human 
being. ~ Job 12:7-10 

Angelõs Share:  

A Pub Theology Group for Young Adults  
It began in June, 2014.  Young Adults of the La 
Verne Church of the Brethren started gathering 
monthly for conversation about faith and an 
occasional craft beer.   (Softer drinks are also 
imbibed.) Meeting at various locations, this group 
is informal, open, and enjoys discussions on a 
wide range of topics.  Date and place is decided 
for the next month each time we meet.   Details 
are posted in the bulletin when we can and also 
sent out by email.  If you are interested in joining 
us or just getting on the email list, please contact 
Janet Ober Lambert at Janet@LaVerneCOB.org.   
In the Church of the Brethren, persons are 
considered ñyoung adultsò to age 35. 

mailto:dawna@lavernecob.org
mailto:Janet@LaVerneCOB.org



















