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Gospel Shorthand

Every generation has its shorthand, symbols, words or phrases that signify greater meaning to
those Ain the knowo. Todaydéds youth are no diffe
t hanks to technoliosgries of letters that gandlate pneoavkade phrases 7 fit t y | ¢
means talk to you later, fA | o | laugmoetdoundsand so on.

ltds not all textspeak, though. Someti mes itébs
you an example.

This year a ritual has grown among the LVCOB youth. When they are together, before they break,
they put their right hands together in a huddl e,
They do it after they pray, after they make plans, before they go onto the next phase of their day - i 1
-2-3-Jesus! o

A few weeks ago, after having been part of this ritual for several months, | asked them what it
means to them. Fairly quickly, one youth answe]
this and sai d,likefusfetabhan istadysi mgorae | ot of words] . o

Since that conversation, |l 6ve thought a | ot abol
is simple, portable, and shared - a touchstone with their faith and each other. It names their
common ground and the fAwind beneath their wingso?a
wide circle.

| am a wordsmith. | like colorful, descriptive language. It is often hard for me to pare down my
words to the bare minimum. But | am learning there can be beauty in that.

For another example, the youth recently took on a series of gospel texts in Sunday School. On that
Sunday, | challenged them to read the stories and sermons of Jesus with fresh eyes and ears, and

to share them with each other in their own words. What they came up with was a combination of
dramatizations, paraphrases, straight readings and a one sentence summary of each text. For your
edi fication, I l' ist them bel ow. Note: some of
day.

Dem people be blessed! (Matthew 5:1-16)

I f you be bopped, you best be t4rnind dat ot her
God be providin3d)! (Matthew 6: 25

Goodness creates a chain reaction 1 its all connected. (Matthew 25:31-46)

Help can come from anywhere. (Luke 10:25-37)

People be equal. (John 13:3-17)

The words are few - the meaning much greater. May we listen with our hearts. ~Janet Ober

The La Verne Church of the Brethren continues the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. We create a
Christian community, called by Christ to be inclusive, caring and peateded. We affirm that people of

any race, ethnic identity, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, age, economic status, faith tradition, or
life situation are welcome in our congregation. We believe in compassionate service, stewardship of creation,
respect for diversity and nonviolent reconciliation for differences among all people, nations and faith
traditions. We claim no creed but the New Testament, as exemplified by the life of Christ. We strive to follow
the way of Jesus. Through these efforts, we seek to grow ever closer to the mind and heart of God.
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The Intercom is provided monthly by the La Verne Church of the Brethren to inform, connect, and share our faith journey with
you. If you would like to have information included in the next issue of the Intercom or have suggestions you would like to
share, contact the Editosiephanie.juillerat@verizon.nedr the Church Office, (909) 598364. We also invite you to visit our
website atvww.lavernecob.org
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Worship Themes

April Worship Themes

APRIL 7 Made in Godos | mage SusanBoyer

One of the ways we know we have lived is by the scars we bear. It is a favorite activity of some to

share their scars with others. But there are some wounds we hold hidden from others. Itis

I mportant to know that we are made in the i mage
John 20:19-29

APRIL 14 HOME ENERGY FAIR
What Happens When the Church Speaks Up? Susan Boyer
Our nation has a long history of churches speaking up about the great moral and social issues of
their day. Somewhere along the way we got the i
political arena. What would happen if religious communities started speaking out about climate
change?
Isaiah 58:1-12
APRIL 21 A Whole Library, Not Just a Book Susan Boyer

Understanding that your Bible is not just a book but a whole library of books broadens the story.
Instead of narrowing our understanding of God, we should be widening it.
John 20:30-31; 21:24-25

APRIL 28 CHI LDRENG6S BI BLE SUNDAY JanetOber
Voice Recognition

Who speaks for God? How do we recognize the Divine Voice in the world?

John 10:11-18 and 22-30

La Verne Church of




Calendar

Apr 2
Apr 3
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Apr 6

Apr 7

Apr 9

Apr 10

Apr 11

Apr 14

Apr 16

Apr 17

Apr 19
to 21

Apr 24

Apr 25

Apr 26

Apr 28

Apr 30

April Calendar

Commission Night

Bible Study on Tobit, Fireside Room, 7 p.m.
Headstart Readers, Library, 9 - 10:45 a.m.
Emergency Kit Distribution, Social Hall, 10-11 a.m.

Agenda for a Prophetic Faith with James Carroll,
at LVCOB, 7 p.m.

Church Board, 7:15 p.m.

WABS (Wednesday Afternoon Book Study),
Library, 4 p.m.

Bible Study on Tobit, Fireside Room, 7 p.m.
May Intercom articles due, 5 p.m.

Sustainable Luncheon & Home Energy Fair,
Fellowship Hall & Courtyard, After Worship

ULV/LVCOB Food Network Dinner, Fellowship
Hall, 5 - 6:30 p.m.

Fellowship Visitors, Library, 9 a.m.
Bible Study on Tobit, Fireside Room, 7 p.m.

District Youth Retreat, Modesto

Bible Study on Tobit, Fireside Room, 7 p.m.

Chil drends Library
Wrapping, Library, 9 a.m.

AWaking Up From a
Peterson Toscano, Sanctuary, 7 p.m.

Chil drends Bible
Youth to Warehouse Pizza, After Worship

Sunday

Blessing of the Animals, Fellowship Hall, 4 p.m.

Spiritual Cinema Circle, Fireside Room, 6:30 p.m.

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship

The window display in the hallway for April and

May was created by Eric Davis.

INTERCOM is the monthly newsletter of the
La Verne Church of the Brethren

Editor: Stephanie Juillerat,
stephanie.juillerat@verizon.net
Writers: Staff and Contributors
Production: Kathleen Krecklow

Bi bl i cal boyerdio@whwoccend Co ma o

La Verne Church of the Brethren
2425 E Street, La Verne, CA 91750
Phone: (909) 593 -1364
E-mail: office@lavernecob.org
Website: www.lavernecob.org
Ministers: Susan Boyer, Janet Ober,
Tom Hostetler

Board Chair: Al Clark, aclark@laverne.edu

Moderator (vice chair/chair, Personnel): Christine
Meek, cmeek@laverne.edu

Moderator Elect (chair, Gifts Discernment): Julia
Wheeler, jwheeler@laverne.edu

Church Clerk (secretary): Joe Cahill,
km-cahill@verizon.net

Christian Education chair: Dena Gilbert,
dena.gilbert@gmail.com

Envisioning chair: Jack Meek,
imeek@laverne.edu

Peace & Justice chair: Beth Snowden -Ifft,
b.snowdenifft@mac.com

Service chair: Dot Hess
dothess41@gmail.com

Commi t t ErepertBabai:Kom Evans,

evans2020@gmail.com

Spiritual Life & Nurture chair: Shirley Boyer,

wi t h
Stewardship & Finance chair: Tim Nelson,
timnelson@gmail.com

February Giving and Attendance Report

Giving Report

YTD Giving 2013 $72,444
YTD Giving 2012 $84,139
YTD Expenses 2013 $107,487
Average Worship Attendance
February 2013 221
February 2012 245

La Verne Chu

)9-593-1364
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Church Life

Blessing of the Animals

A Community Worship Service
Sunday, April 28 at 4:00 p.m.

Job 12:7 -10
| But now ask the beasts to
teach you, and the birds of the
air to tell you; or the reptiles
on the earth to instruct you,
and the fish of the sea to
inform you. Which of all these
does not know that the hand
of God has done this? In
Goddés hand i s t
every living thing, and the life
breath of all humankind.

Bring your pet(s), a picture of a beloved animal,
or an endangered species you want to honor.
Even stuffed animals are welcome!

We will rejoice and sing
with all living things!

We commit to caring
for Godods world &

Agenda for a Prophetic Faith

James Carroll , Boston Globe

Toward a Civil Society

Sunday, April 7, 7:00 p.m.

La Verne Church of the Brethren

James Carrolhas been call ed
adept and versatile writers on the American
scene todayo. He i s
seven works of non-fiction, including the National
Book Award winning An American Requiem,
the New York Times bestseling Const ant
Sword, which was made into an acclaimed
documentary, House of War, which won the first
PEN-Galbraith Award, and Jerusalem,
Jerusalem: How the ancient City Ignited Our
Modern World, which was named a 2011 Best
Book by Publ i sher 6s Cabie eskd y
columnist for the Boston Globe. He will be
speaking at our church as part of the Agenda for

a Prophetic Faith. Tickets will be $10 at the
door.

t h ethe§8"? hor

Hospitality Greeters

Hospitality Greeters are on hand before Sunday
School and Worship to meet folks coming onto
our church campus on Sunday mornings. They
will greet you with a warm welcome and help
you find your classroom or assist with other
information. Many thanks to these faithful ones
who begin the church morning with their
hospitality. Donoét
smile and Ahell oo
place of fellowship and worship.

t o

Bible Sunday

IAprll 28, d durlng WOI’ShIp

It is the practice of the La
Verne Church of the
Brethren to give
personalized Bibles to our ~
children and youth

beginning in the 4th grade. Traditionally, that
gift is given as part of a Sunday morning
worship service, during which participants read
a favorite verse of scripture before being

c rPeesepted withgheir own engraved Bibles. This

year, that worship service will take place on
Sunday April 28.

We are happy to give these Bibles to our
students and feel that reading the Bible
provides an opportunity for individual reflection
on the beauty and
The NRSV Youth Bible is very reader friendly

V&Iﬂﬂ |gtrod61q,tlon ta %achrg%og plghllghts and
e,

information abou verses, people, and places of

of ten novel s
During Sunday school on April 28, all Bible
recipients will be celebrating together at a
fRedspi enThss &venll madudes drinks,
treats, and an introduction to the Bible from one
or more of our pastors.

If you know someone who would like to
participate in this celebration this year, please
contact Dawna Welch dawna@lavernecob.org
no later than March 17, 2013 .

It is our hope all our children and youth may
have a Bible of their very own - our gift of love
to you!

A

forge
we

compl
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Church Life 1C

6th Annual Celebration of the Arts!
May 4 & 5, 2013

A community-wide celebration of the arts for
people of all ages to share their
visions of life, truth, and beauty.
Please contribute your talents or
just come and enjoy this free, REUAL

family-friendly event, promoting La "‘--d"f-" /
Verneds cul ture

/RN

( ! qucagfan\

Our goal is to provide a showcase for visual and
performing artists of all ages, beginning and
professional, in which each artist can have their
work seen and appreciated in an environment of
acceptance and understanding. Community
artists are invited to participate. Deadline for
Visual Artist is April 5.

This event is generously hosted by the La Verne
Church of the Brethren, located on the corner of
Bonita and E Street. For an application,
sponsorship information, or other details, please
visit www.arts -laverne.org or contact Kathleen
at (909) 593-1364. On facebook find us @ La
Verneds Celebration of

Saturday May 4, 2013
Afternoon Gallery & Performances
Evening Concert  Artist Reception
Sunday, May 5, 2013
Morning Church Service
Afternoon Gallery & Performances

WABS

April 10, 4:00 -5:00 p.m.

Church Library

At our March meeting, we had a very informative
presentation by author Russell Traughber and

Jeanette Mills on the sul
Driving t he Bisrid gur chuch i v i
l i brary, so if you havenoé
It os h er e lApril 1F oneeting we will

discuss two books: The Death of Bees, by Lisa
O6 Donnel Flight Behatgior, by Barbara
Kingsolver. The former book is by a debut
author, and the latter by a seasoned best selling
author. Both come highly acclaimed. Everyone
is welcome to share in the discussion of these
two books and to bring suggestions for more
good reads.

- __ | &pititual Cinema Circle

April 30, 6:30 p.m.

Fireside Room

Do you wish for peace? Love? Music? (In other
words, are you Brethren?) You have to see the
April Cinema Circle presentation of Playing for
Change; Peace Through Music . Through the
wonders of modern recording technology, this
documentary/music video allows street
musicians from around the world --- who've
never met --- to play and sing together. From
North and South America, to Africa, to Europe,
the Middle East, and even Nepal, the producers
have electronically assembled a wonderful
program of terrific music and not a few diverse
tthBghtsA 6nt Feace. Not a selection of the
Spiritual Cinema Circle, Playing for Change gave
us permission to show this film to you. It was
originally aired on PBS a few years ago. If you
saw it then, you must want to see it again. If
you've never experienced it, please don't miss it!
We've never met anyone who has seen it, young
or old, who didn't love it.

La Verne Church of t

909-593-1364




Church Life 1:

Waking Up

from a Biblically Induced Coma

Friday, April 26, 7:00 p.m.

La Verne Church of the Brethren Sanctuary

How can we effectively dialogue with neighbors and
family who use the Bible as a weapon against others?
And why bother? These are questions addressed in
the one-per son show, AWaki ng

l nduced Comao, written a
Toscano. After spending much of his adult life as an
Evangelical Christian, Peterson Toscano eventually
came out gay and questioned EVERYTHING he
believed. He has emerged as a gay Christian and an
internationally recognized Bible scholar. Using the

same texts that once oppressed him, he now speaks An Experience

out about sexism, immigration rights, and lesbian, gay, In Practical Peacemaking
bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) concerns.

He is one of the foremost experts on gender non- SAVE THE DATE:
conformists in the Bible and presents at seminaries, JULY 15-19, 2013 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

conferences, universities, and religious settings both
progressive and conservative. And he is really funny
too.

Peterson will be appearing in the sanctuary of the La
Verne Church of the Brethren on Friday night, April 26,
beginning at 7:00 p.m. There is no cost for admission.
The event is being sponsored by the Envisioning
Commission, and a free-will offering will help support

Petersonds ongoing wor k. :

, . . , concert in our sanctuary before they head
Chlldcar_e will be prowded: Subject matter may not be Pennsylvania, Virginia, and North
appropriate for younger children. Carolina for their choir tour. Invite your
Peterson Toscano's work friends and neighbors to enjoy beautiful
combines astute readings music by Shawn Kirchner, sung by our
of the Bible with great choir, and directed by Nike St. Clair. Watch
story-telling and comedy. for more details to come.

He offers interpretations of
the texts and insights that .
even experienced biblical Save the Date:

scholars haven't seen Church Council Meeting

before. When portrayed by Toscano, Bible stories and  May 19, after worship

characters come to life with wit, sympathy, and humor.  Our next Church Council meeting will be
~ Dale Martin, Ph.D, Woolsey Professor of Religious after worship on Sunday, May 19. Please
Studies, Yale University. Author of Sex and the Single put the date on your calendar. All church

For Peacemakers entering
Kindergarten through 6™ grade

Registration opens in May

Save the Date -- Choir Concert

Sunday, June 9, 7:00 p.m.
The Sanctuary Choir will be giving a

Savior and Pedagogy of the Bible members are invited and encouraged to
To learn more about Peterson Toscano: attend. Prior to the Council meeting, we will
http://www.petersontoscano.com/ enjoy a salad bar luncheon.

La Verne Cl
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Church Life

Church Budget Update

By the end of February, our pledged giving was
behind for the year by $12,556. Summer is often
our slow time financially, but it is unprecedented
for us to be behind this amount so early in the
year. Stewardship and Finance Commission is
hoping this gentle reminder will encourage all of
us to get up-to-date on our pledges so that we
can continue helping those who rely on our

giving.

| tds BBO Time Again!
June 9, following worship
On the Patio

Once again the Spiritual Life and Nurture
Commission invites you to be their guests for a
BBQ lunch on the patio. Last year, to the smell
of burgers and hot dogs, we sat around one
large table and enjoyed lunch together. It was a
sight to behol déso we
supplement the good food provided, you are
invited to bring your own tableware, salads and
desserts. If you last name begins with:

A-G Salad H-Q Side R-Z Dessert
There will be vegetarian and vegan burger
choices, as well. Drinks and fresh fruit will be
furnished. There is no collection basket and no
agenda.

. H_Jghdh. —t N
Choir Tour Update E=E—=—=
June 22-30, 2013 o T

Interested in being a choir groupie? The LVCOB
choir hits the road June 22-30 for its Brethren
Heritage concert tour featuring Shawn Kirchner
pieces, and we have room for a handful of folks
who love music to tag along! We start in
Philadelphia and end at the Church of the
Brethren Annual Conference in Charlotte, NC,
singing five concerts during the tour. Cost is
$1025 land-only (arrange your own airfare); $200
saves your place, with the balance due May 5th.
If you're interested, contact choir president Doug
Bro at doug.bro22@verizon.net.

Christopher Maldonado and Friends

Benefit Concert

May 25, 7:00 p.m.

Church Sanctuary

Christopher Maldonado, age 20, is a pianist who
has occasionally filled in at our piano for worship
services. He has a deep gratitude for our
congregationds wel comi
do a benefit concert for our congregation as a
way of coming full circle to a place he considers
a safe haven. Christopher is currently pursuing
his Bachelor's in Piano Performance from
CSULB's Bob Cole Conservatory of Music. Since
the age of 14 Christopher has been studying
piano and is now a prizewinner of several
competitions. He is currently preparing for his
first international competition and recently gave
his orchestral debut. He received a Maestro
Award at Heritage Music Festival in Washington
D.C., and in high school won the MTAC
Winterfegt/Springfests‘ He holds a. position as
ptircipal
Missions in Garden Grove, CA. Mr. Maldonado is
a social rights activist, involved in InterACT: an
elite internationally touring theatre troupe.
InterACT aims to stop homophobia, racism,
sexual assault, stalking, gender violence and
more via interactive improvised performances
requiring audience participation.

Q

The benefit concert will include Bach, Haydn,
Grieg, Rachmaninoff, Chopin, Kapustin,
Liebermann, and more! A suggested donation at
the door will be $10, but do not let that deter you.
You can give $100 or $1. The proceeds of this
concert will go to aid the choir in taking their tour
this summer. Come enjoy a May evening of
good music with an outstanding young musician.

A Sustainable Lunch to Sustain Us

April 14, following worship

As part of our Earth day celebrations, Cook
Corlan will be drumming up a sustainable lunch
for all to enjoy. Donations of food are welcome!
For more details, see the Spotlight article in this
edition.

Donot mi s s

12

ng
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Spotl i1 gh

... Sustainability

With an eye to Earth Day (April 22), there is much to help us
practice sustainability this month.

All-Church Sustainable Luncheon:  On April 14, Corlan
Harrison will create a delicious meal from locally and
sustainable-raised produce and proteins. To do so, she is
looking for donations from your gardens and orchards, as well
as assistance and creativity in the kitchen. The menu will be
Afchef 6s choicedo based on wha
meal will be offered on a donation basis, with proceeds to
benefit Uncommon Good. (Read below.)

Sustainability Fair:  Coupled with the Sustainable Luncheon, the Peace and Justice Commission is

of fering an update on our solar panels, tours of
information on tax subsidies for green energy, and a listing of the activities at the Earth Day

Celebration in Claremont on April 20.

Uncommon Good6és GrBeondhan®®atumay,nAgril 20 at 10:00 am for the Grand
Opening of Uncommon Goodds Whole Earth Building
Claremont United Methodist Church, 211 W. Foothill Blvd, this building combines the best of ancient
building techniques and the best of modern green building innovations. From here, Uncommon Good
will continue to do its uncommonly good work, programs that give low-income students the chance to
attend college, help unemployed adults find work, promote urban farming, and fund doctors who

provide health care in low-income communities. Each of these programs has an environmental
component as well, expressing the core belief that the welfare of individuals and communities is,
ultimately, inseparable from the wMkKkePeelristheof t he
Development and Green Jobs Director of
Uncommon Good.)

Earth Day Celebration : After the Grand
Opening, vVvisit Claremc
Earth Day Celebration, which will take

place from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. along

2nd St from Yale to Oberlin. There will be
music, talks, and displays from local
organizations, schools, and businesses

A full listing of events to be available

April 14.

La Verne Church of the Brethren 909-593-1364




Christian Education

Fireside Conversations

A topic oriented conversation group for adults
that meet in the Fireside Room at 9:00 am
Sunday mornings. Come for thought provoking
discussion on topics that range from peace
studies to current affairs, social justice and
religious integrity. Everyone is welcome!

———

T —

Library News

Our church library is open and waiting for us to
peruse its contents and check out its material for

our reading pleasure. There are fiction,
nonfiction, reference, devotional, meditative,
informati ve, visual ,

resources to enhance our spiritual and

intellectual life. Librarian Jeanne and her
volunteers work diligently to bring us the finest of
reading materials. Come visit the library! You
and your family will be pleased with what you
find!

Sara Davis meets with our
pre-k and kindergarten members,
Sunday mornings to
story, music, arts and crafts.
Upstairs classrooms off the Sanctuary, 9:15 a.m.

Jen and Chuck Duffie will share leadership of
the 137 5" grade Sunday school class during
the month of April exploring
Bible stories and concepts of peace,
social justice, and sustainable living.
Sunday mornings, 9:15 a.m.

Upstairs above the library

expl

A Young Man, His Dog and an Angel

A Bible Study on the Book of Tobit

Four Wednesdays in April at 7:00 p.m.

April 3, 10, 17, 24

Fireside Room

Here is another chance to join others in Bible
Study. This time we are going to look at the
story of a young man named Tobias. His story is
told in the Book of Tobit, which is found in the
Apocrypha. The word apocrypha in Greek
means fAhidden, 06 and th
books not widely accepted or not to be read in
public, books not included in the final canon of
scripture. If you thought Esther and Ruth were
interesting stories, you have to meet Tobias.

JtTakes 4 Village.

Parents with children of all ages are welcome to
join this group for conversation and mutual
encouragement around topics of
parenting and beyond!

Village Room
Across the hall from the Library, 9:15 a.m.

Head Start
April 25, 2.00 a.m.
Rt'ritsjg Ap%r;ilcng,%]mseetirllgotvhee t Eﬁ P Iu 8 P enod

Committee will be wrapping new gift books to
give to the Head Start children when they finish
up their school year. The committee would also
welcome gently used pre-school appropriate
books you may have in order to donate them for
the book collection we keep for our reading time
program with Head Start. Please contact Rennie
Boardman , chair of the committee, to find out
details (909) 593-2660.

La Verne Church

909-593-1364
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Youth Activities 1!

Homeless for a Night

Last month, 9 courageous High School Youth spent the night at
the church 1 outdoors, wearing only the clothes on their back.
Each youth was given the identify of a person who has endured
homelessness i a pregnant teen, a senior citizen, a disabled
veteran, a person living with mental illness, etc. These were the
stories they lived out through
the night. Shelters were
created from cast-off
cardboard and a variety of
odds and ends. Shelter
construction materials were

avail abl e based on Afirst
cC ome, first serveo. However,
heavy Aborrowing without
askingo went on as wel . Hot
food was provided for a
i mited few in t he AChur ch of t he Hol vy Consur
Kitcheno. -outClmagsdwere arkveled for the rest,

containing pop-top cans of corn and Vienna Sausages, a fruit cup,
crackers and water.

Part of the evening was spent considering the financial

realities of those living at or below the Federal Poverty Line

($23,021 annually for a family of 4), discussing the need for

affordable housing and how a finormal 6 daydéds act
affected by homelessness i hygiene, homework and more.

This experiment in homelessness ended Sunday morning

with a hearty breakfast and time to process the experience.

La Verne Church of the Brethren 909-593-1364


































